
MINUTES OF THE DEWLISH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 27th OCTOBER 2025 AT DEWLISH VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING 7.30PM

Present: 	Cllrs A Barnett, J Booth, D Crossman 

Chair:		Cllr M Fell

Clerk: 	Notes taken by Cllrs Crossman and Fell in the absence of the Clerk

Also present:	4 members of the public 

1.	Period of Public Participation

25.089	The verges in the Parish do not appear to have been trimmed by the Council, by now they normally have been done, a request was made of the Parish Council to enquire if this will be undertaken. 

	Mr Nick Buckley provided the meeting with a synopsis of the history of the ‘Dewlish Car’ group. At the last meeting of this group, it was decided to cease operating. It was also decided at that meeting the outstanding funds should be passed onto the Parish Council with an express wish the money should go towards the future funding of the bus service to Dorchester and Blandford markets. A sum of £566.03 has been banked with the Parish Council.

2.	To receive apologies for absence 

25.090	Apologies had been received from Cllrs Jill Haynes, Mike Claydon, Wendy Britten and Charlie Lowis and the Clerk.

3.	To receive declarations of interest 

25.091 No interests were declared.

4,	To confirm the minutes of the meetings held on 28th July 2025 and 22nd September

25.092	A copy of all the minutes had been issued to all members. Cllr Barnett proposed the July minutes to be true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Fell and agreed unanimously. Cllr Booth proposed the September minutes to be true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Crossman and agreed unanimously. The Chair then signed both sets minutes in the presence of the meeting.

5.	Matters arising for report only 

25.093	No matters arising that are not on this agenda.

6.	Dorset Councillor’s Report 

25.094	There was no Councillors report circulated prior to the meeting. 

7.	Finance 

25.095	To agree the payment of accounts 

	The following payments had been requested:

	Dorset Council	Traffic survey					BAS083		354.00
	Hugo Fox		Web Hosting September 2025		DDR19/25		  11.99
	Hugo Fox 		Email Hosting October 2025			DDR20/26		  20.99
A Crocker		October salary 				BACS084		215.89
	HMRC			October PAYE				BACS085		  44.60
	Cllr Fell		New Bench cross road			BACS086		629.10
	Cllr Bartlett		Soffit boards and guttering bus shelter	BACS087		313.96 
	Cllr Bartlett		Dog signs					BACS088		  61.15

	The total amount requested from the Precept is £1651.68.

	Cllr Crossman proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Booth and agreed unanimously.

	It was noted that income received since the last meeting was as follows:

			Account interest		£9.82

25.096 To accept the Reconciliation of Accounts and position against budget.
	
Copies of both reports were issued with the agenda. Cllr Booth proposed the reports are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Barnett and agreed unanimously.

The items for inclusion in the 2026/27 budget will be held over until the November meeting.

8.	To receive reports on the following matters and agree actions 

25.097	Planning and Housing 

	P/FUL/2025/05653	Beehive, Jocks Hill, Crawthrone - retain alterations…continue use of building as a dwelling, omitting live/work requirement. – No comments

	P/NMA/2025/05732	Whiteways Farm Dewlish - Nonmaterial amendment - alteration to elevation with inclusion of more brickwork to planning permission P/FUL/2021/01742 (Erection of dwelling). No Comments
	
25.098	Police, Traffic and Roads 

(i) The October Police report had been issued with the agenda. No comments were made. 

(ii)	Update on the Milborne Wood traffic survey – Mathew Price provided the council with a detailed update on the findings of the survey. He raised several issues concerning the response made by the Highways department. He has submitted a detailed report to Council and requests this be formally passed to Cllr Haynes for comment.

25.099	Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 

(i) To consider locating a bench at the top of Pound Lane – The matter of speaking to the landowner is still ongoing and will be brought back to the November meeting.

(ii)	To consider the installation of planters at the village boundaries – This is primarily in respect of the Dorchester access road. The verge has been cut and a planter has been acquired. A working party will install the planter.

(iii) Verge from Moats Cottages to the church – The verge and wall has been cleared of brambles and the grass cut. 

(iv) Bench for the bus shelter – A bench has been purchased and installed. The inscription that had been on the old bench has been removed, cleaned, and mounted on the bus shelter above the new bench. The Council wish to thank Mrs J Bayliss and Mrs C Jarvis for help in sourcing the bench.

9.	To consider the Bring Your Own Device Policy

25.100	The policy document had been circulated prior to the meeting. A discussion concluded Cllrs Crossman and Fell would review the document against current Council policy and report back to the full council on their recommendations. 

10.	To receive reports from Parish Councillors 

25.101	Cllr Fell, informed Council he would be attending the ‘Devolving Dorset’ conference on Thursday 30th October and would report back to Council on his observations.
	Cllr Fell, informed Council a new survey ‘Age Friendly Dorset’ had been received and this will be circulated to the Parish via all means of communication. The survey is designed for residence over the age of 50 years. 
	Cllr Crossman has identified the fence around the memorial is in need of repair and the gulley near the Green is in need of clearing.  It was agreed a working party could be actioned to deal with these two matters.
	Cllr Crossman identified the crossroads finger post is in need of repair. It was agreed he should gain a quote for the necessary repairs.
	Cllr Barnett pointed out the condition of the styles at the top of Sellers Field and beyond are in need of maintenance. Cllr Booth agreed to make an assessment and get back to Council. 

11.	Date of next meeting 

25.102	The next meeting will be hold on Monday 24th November, commencing 7.30pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:00 hours.
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Signed: …………………………………………………………
