MINUTES OF THE DEWLISH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 27TH APRIL 2026 AT DEWLISH VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING 7.30PM

Present:	Cllrs C Lowis, W Britton, K Sibthorpe, J Wood, D Crossman

Chair:		Cllr Mike Fell

Clerk: 	Mrs A Crocker

Also Present:	 3 members of the public and Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes

1.	Period for public participation 

26.001	Farm shop application – No news yet, although it is understood that the planning application has been delayed.

	The grass and stinging nettles along the side of the road by Moats Cottages need to be cut. However, a resident is dumping his grass cuttings on the verge and will be asked to stop. 

2.	To receive apologies for absence 

26.002	Apologies have been received from Cllr Josh Booth (work).

3.	Declarations of pecuniary interest 

26.003	No interests were declared and no requests for dispensation had been received.

4.	Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd March 2026 

26.004	A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Lowis proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Britton and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.

5.	Matters arising from the minutes – for report only 

26.005	All matters are covered by the agenda.

6.	To receive the Dorset Councillor’s Report 

26.006	A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Haynes apologised for not being able to attend all the meetings. Unfortunately, the Parish Council meeting clashes with the Audit Committee on which Cllr Haynes sits.   

19:55 Cllr Haynes left the meeting.

7.	To receive reports on the following matters and agree actions 

26.007	Planning and Housing 

	P/FUL/2026/0211 and P/LBC/2026?02101	Dewlish House – externals alterations for an erection of a summerhouse and formation of boundary wall

	No Objections. 

26.008	Police, Traffic and Roads 

(i) The March Police report had been issued with the agenda. It was noted that a website is highlighting empty properties which are subsequently being targeted by youths. 

26.009	Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 

The flower box on the Dorchester Road looks very nice. Thanks are extended to the resident who has kindly planted the box and offered to look after it. Cllr Crossman offered to strim the verges both sides of the road to mark the entrance to the village and encourage vehicles to slow down.

Rights of way are all clear at the moment. Cllr Booth is in the process of repairing various styles around the village. 

Cllr Wood raised the issue of the byway being used by a large number of motorbikes. It is understood that the path at the top of Pound Lane is currently undesignated but it is on the list for designation.  There is nothing to stop the motorbikes using the path. Cllr Fell will check on the process of the classification. ACTION: CLLR FELL


Cllr Crossman raised the issue of a local farmer ploughing a public right of way. It is a legal requirement for the farmer to reinstate the path. Cllr Fell will speak to the farmer in question. ACTION: CLLR FELL


8.	Finance 

26.010	To agree the payment of accounts 

	The following payments had been requested:

	HMRC			April 2026 PAYE			BACS101	  44.40
	A Crocker		April 2026 salary + expenses		BACS102	194.72
	Hugo Fox		Web hosting 02.04.26 to 30.04.26			  11.99
	Hugo Fox		Email hosting 09.04.26 to 07.05.26			  20.99
	DAPTC		Event attendance – October 2025	BACS103	  75.00
	DAPTC		Annual subscription			BACS104	134.55

	Total amount requested from the Precept £481.65

Cllr Crossman proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Lowis and agreed unanimously.

It was noted that the following income had been received since the last meeting:

		Account interest	£8.35




26.011	To agree the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget for the year ended 31st March 2026 

	A copy of both reports had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Britton proposed the reports are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Sibthorpe and agreed unanimously.

26.012	To agree the Internal Auditor for the year ended 31st March 2026 

	The Clerk reported that Paula Harding of Barker-Fox Ltd had been auditing the accounts for the past few years and recommended they continue. Cllr Fell proposed the recommendation is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Britton and agreed unanimously. 

9.	To correct the meeting dates issued at the March meeting 

26.013	It was noted that the Annual Parish Meeting will be on Tuesday 26th May. The amended meeting dates will be reissued. 

		Tuesday 26th May – Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parish Council Meeting
		Monday 22nd June 
		Monday 27th July
		No meeting in August
		Monday 28th September
		Monday 26th October
		Monday 23rd November
		No meeting in December
		2027
		Monday 25th January
		Monday 22nd February
		Monday 22nd March
		Monday 26th April

10.	To consider items for the Annual Parish Meeting

26.014	This will take place on 26th May and will precede the Annual Parish Council Meeting. The issue of what to do with the Green will be raised for public discussion. Cllr Fell will speak to Andrw Booth and ask if he can give an informal talk on the work being undertaken on Devils Brook. It might also be possible to get someone to talk on the work they have been doing at Dewlish House to reinstate the meanders in the stream. Cllr Lowis will see if he can get someone to attend. 

11.	To receive reports from Parish Councillors 

26.015	Cllr Fell reported that he has been contacted by a resident regarding the Bridge. The woodchip that had been placed under the seat and bench were washed away by the flooding over the winter period. A request has been made for the small areas immediately under the picnic bench and seat to be concreted or have concrete slabs. It was agreed that £200 will be set aside for the work.

	Bus shelter roof – The contractor has said he will undertake the work at the end of June. The majority of the sand bags have now been removed.

	Steve Pinder has offered to help out with the sign post at the crossroads. 

12.	Date of next meeting 

26.016	The next meeting will be the Annual Parish Meeting, followed by the Annual Parish Council meeting and will be held on Tuesday 26th May. The meeting will start at 7.30pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at   20.35 hrs.
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Signed: …………………………………..
