
MINUTES OF THE DEWLISH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 26th JANUARY 2026 AT DEWLISH VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING 7.30PM

Present: 	Cllrs W Britton, D Crossman, C Lowis

Chair:		Cllr M Fell

Clerk: 	Mrs A Crocker

Also present:	3 members of the public 

1.	Period of Public Participation

25.119	When is something going to be done about the flooding and the trees alongside Dewlish House. 

	It was noted that, where the brambles have been cut back alongside the road by Moats Cottages, the verge is being used as was intended – as a safe area out of the way of on-coming traffic. It will be necessary to keep the area cut short and maintained.  

2.	To receive apologies for absence 

25.120	Apologies had been received from Cllr Josh Booth and Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes (clash with the Dorset Council Audit and Governance Committee). 

3.	To receive declarations of interest 

25.121 No interests were declared. 

4,	To confirm the minutes of the meetings held on 24th November 2025

25.122	A copy of all the minutes had been issued to all members. Cllr Crossman proposed the minutes to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Britton and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.

5.	Matters arising for report only 

25.123	All items are covered on the agenda.

6.	Dorset Councillor’s Report 

25.123	A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. The contents were noted. Cllr Fell noted that, with the conditions highlighted in the report, it would not be worthwhile looking at a Neighbourhood Plan until at least 2027.

7.	Finance 

25.124	To agree the payment of accounts 

	The following payments had been requested:

	10.12.25	A Crocker	Reimburse Microsoft renewal		BACS090		  84.99
	21.12.25	A Crocker	December salary + expenses		BACS091		209.55
	21.12.25	J Seymour	Wreath & trumpeter 			BACS092		  49.49
	26.11.25	Hugo Fox	Web hosting December 2025				              11.99
	09.12.25	Hugo Fox	Email hosting December 2025				  20.99
	21.12.25	HMRC		December 2025 PAYE		BACS093		  44.40
	10.12.25	Lloyds		Account charges 10/11 to 9/12/25				    4.25
	05.01.26	Hugo Fox	Web hosting January 2026					  11.99
	09.01.26	Hugo Fox	Email hosting January 2026					  20.99	
	12.01.26	Lloyds		Account charges 10/12/25 to 9/1/26				    4.25
	19.01.26	A Crocker	January 2026 salary + expenses	BACS094		194.05
	19.01.26	HMRC		January 2026 PAYE			BACS085		  44.60
		
	The total amount requested from the Precept is £701.54.

	Cllr Fell proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Crossman  and agreed unanimously.

	It was noted that income received since the last meeting was as follows:

			Account interest		  19.37

25.125 To accept the Reconciliation of Accounts and position against budget.
	
Copies of both reports were issued with the agenda. Cllr Britton  proposed the reports are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Lowis and agreed unanimously.

8.	To receive reports on the following matters and agree actions 

25.126	Planning and Housing 

	No applications have been received. 

It was noted that there is a Planning Update on the 3rd February. The morning is an in-person meeting and the afternoon will be a Teams meeting. If anyone is available to attend, they should register on line. 

25.127 Police, Traffic and Roads 

(i) The December Police report had been issued with the agenda. No comments were made. 

(ii) To receive an update on Shailes – The situation has improved slightly but the road is still badly flooded just down from the crossroads in the village. Highways will be contacted and a site meeting requested. ACTION: CLLR FELL


25.128	Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 

(i) To receive an update on locating a bench at the top of Pound Lane – An address will be found for the owner of the land and a letter will be sent. Cllr Fell will look at this and contact the Clerk with the information. ACTION: CLERK


(ii) To receive an update on the status of land at the Green and Bridges – The Land Registry have confirmed that both pieces of land are now in the ownership of the Parish Council. It is now necessary to decide what, if anything, we would like to do with the Green. Cllr Fell suggested that the views of the parish should be sought. This could be in the form of setting up a committee to undertake a consultation. The original suggestion of a play park may need to be rethought. Cllr Crossman offered to take the lead and suggested starting by having conversations around the village. He will put something out on the WhatsApp group asking for ideas and it will be raised at the next coffee morning.  ACTION: CLLR CROSSMAN


(iii) To receive an update on the fire hydrants and emergency callout numbers – Cllr Fell will review the location of the hydrants and mark them on a map which will then be put on the Parish Council website. For those hydrants further out from the village centre, their locations will be pinpointed and the What3Words location given. The Fire Brigade were asked to check the status of the hydrants but nothing has been received from them. This will be followed up. The emergency numbers will be looked at with regard to putting links on the website.

(iv) To receive a general update on Parish assets – Two quotes have been received with regard to the bus shelter. One is to repair the tiles and the other is to redo the whole roof. Cllr Lowis pointed out that the bus shelter was put in in the 1990s and no, or very little, work has been done on it since then. He felt that we should spend the money on it and get it done properly. Cllr Crossman will speak to the contractor and confirm the exact nature of the work listed in both quotes. ACTION: CLLR CROSSMAN


War memorial – The wooden fence posts need cleaning and treating. This is could be undertaken by volunteers, possibly in the summer. 

Finger posts – Cllr Crossman reported that the one on the crossroads needs to be tidied, as does the one towards Puddletown. He has spoken to Roger Bond of Dorset AONB who suggested costs would be about £500 if volunteers were prepared to do the bulk of the work and £2,000 if not. He will meet with Roger Bond and bring this back to the next meeting. ACTION; CLLR CROSSMAN


9.	To receive an update on PlusBus

25.129	It is understood that other villages have been added to the service without prior notification to those councils paying into the contract. More information is required before a decision can be made on how to proceed. It has to be a viable service and this is understood. Something will be done at the next coffee morning with regards to who is likely to be using it. In the meantime, we could reach out to the bus company to find out what sort of capacity the bus is running at and how many other villages are now using the service. ACTION: CLERK

 
10.	To receive an update on the Bring Your Own Device policy 

25.130	A draft was tabled at the meeting. This was unanimously accepted and will be added to the website. 

11.	To receive reports from Parish Councillors 

25.131	 Cllr Fell has reviewed the last twelve months’ worth of minutes and drawn up a list of items that remain outstanding. Whilst some of these cannot be resolved, others can and a report will be updated each month showing the status of the items. 

	Dog signs – Cllr Fell is due to speak to Andy Barratt who has purchased the signs. 

	Play tunnel – It had originally been suggested that the tunnel should be removed. However, both Cllrs Crossman and Lowis felt the tunnel should be kept as the children do use it, although, not as a tunnel. This will be monitored and alternative ideas considered.

	Exchange of information with village hall – Cllr Crossman suggested that the Parish Council thinks about events we would like to hold for the next meeting. Cllr Lowis will speak to the Village Hall Committee to see if they have a rough list of proposed events for the coming year. 
ACTION: CLLR LOWIS

	
There are currently two vacancies on the Parish Council – This will be raised at the next coffee morning.

	Cllr Crossman – the question of litter and driving of the contractors was raised with the Estate. The planter has been put in place but the sign needs to be straightened. 

	The Moats Cottage sign was never reinstated after it was knocked over by a lorry a few years ago and a resident asked if the Parish Council could perhaps replace it. Cllr Fell will look into this. 
ACTION: CLLR FELL

12.	Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

25.132	Nothing to add. 

13.	Date of next meeting 

25.133 The next meeting will be hold on Monday 23rd February 2026 commencing 7.30pm.


There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.50  hours.
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Signed: …………………………………………………………
