
MINUTES OF THE DEWLISH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 28TH  JULY 2025 AT DEWLISH VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING 7.30PM

Present: 	Cllrs W Britton and A Barnett 

Chair:		Cllr M Fell

Clerk: 	Mrs A Crocker

Also present:	6 members of the public

1.	Period of Public Participation

25.061	 Several of the trees alongside the Dorchester Road within the grounds of Dewlish House are overhanging the road and, recently, a large branch came down even though there was no wind. Cllr Fell has spoken to the Estate and they are currently sorting out the trees along Pound Lane. He will speak to them with regard to the Dorchester Road trees.ACTION: CLLR FELL


	The style at the top Greenways is still broken. The landowner has been spoken to and will be chased. It was noted that the Langhams style is now missing completely. 

	Dog mess – This seems to have stopped outside Moats cottages at the moment but it is still very bad elsewhere in the village. Cllr Barnett has checked on the cost of signage. 

	Seat at Moats Cottages – The repair is due to be undertaken. 

	Signage – The absence of a bridleway sign at the top of Whiteways Hill has been raised in the past but has still not been replaced. 

	It was noted that, the contractors working on Dewlish House are using the road through the village to get home despite our request that all traffic leaves via the western exit. 

	Concern was raised regarding the state of the stream. A sample of the water was shown to the meeting and it was felt that there may be some serious pollution further upstream. It is understood that Wessex Water are testing the water on a monthly basis and they have said that the water quality is quite good. Nothing is growing in the vicinity of the Bridge due to its location and the fact that there is no natural cover. Cllr Fell confirmed that Cllr Crossman will apply for copies of the reports produced by Wessex Water and the Farmers’ Co-operative and, once received, the reports will be published on the website.

	Fire hydrants – We await a plan of the location of the existing hydrants. Concern was further expressed regarding the possible lack of hydrants following the increase in number of residents in the parish. This will be followed up. 

	The question of emergency contacts was raised. There is a list on the Dorset Council website of all the relevant emergency numbers but, should anything happen in the parish, Cllr Fell would be the first point of contact. 

	30mph speed limit signs – This is on-going as it has not been finalised by Dorset Council at this time. 



2.	To receive apologies for absence 

25.062	Apologies had been received from Cllrs Josh Booth (work), Davey Crossman (work) and Charlie Lowis (work) and Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes.

3.	To receive declarations of interest 

25.063 No interests were declared.

4,	To confirm the minutes of the meetings held on 23rd June 2025

25.064	A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members. Cllr Britton proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meetings. This was seconded by Cllr Barnett and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting. 

5.	Matters arising for report only 

25.065	Hedge at the Cheselbourne/Puddletown junction has now been cut. 

6.	Dorset Councillor’s Report 

25.066	A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. The contents were noted. 

7.	Finance 

25.067	To agree the payment of accounts 

	The following payments had been requested:

	Hugo Fox		Email hosting June 2025			DDR9/25	   20.99
	Gallagher		Insurance renewal				BACS075	 732.44
	Hugo Fox		Email hosting July 2025			DDR10/25	   20.99
	HMRC			July 2025 PAYE				BACS076	   43.00
	A Crocker		July 2025 salary + expenses			BACS077	 226.22
	Lloyds			Account fees 10.06.25 to 09.07.25				     4.25
	
	The total amount requested from the Precept is £1,047.89.

	Cllr Barnett proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Britton and agreed unanimously.

	It was noted that income received since the last meeting was as follows:

			Account interest		£12.43

25.068 To accept the Reconciliation of Accounts and position against budget
	
Copies of both reports were issued with the agenda. Cllr Britton proposed the reports are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Barnett and agreed unanimously.




8.	To receive reports on the following matters and agree actions 

25.069	Planning and Housing 

	P/FUL/2025/03925	Land and buildings to south of Dewlish Lane – construct horse arena

	The plan states this is for a practice polo training pitch, although the design statement says it is for the owners own horses. Concern was raised regarding the potential for additional traffic flow through the village. If this is for a polo pitch, is a change of use required. The junction of the track leading to the proposed development and the Dorchester Road already gets badly flooded – the upgrading of the entrance could lead to further flooding. On this basis a comment will be submitted. 
	
25.070	Police, Traffic and Roads 

	The June Police report had been issued with the agenda. No comments were made. 

	Update on the Milborne Wood traffic survey request – The traffic survey cables have still not been put in place. This will be followed up.

25.071	Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 

(i) To consider locating a bench at the top of Pound Lane – Mr Phil Webb was invited to address the meeting. The issues are; who owns the land and where the bench would be placed. It is understood that the land is owned by Mr John Martin. The Parish Council supports the idea of a bench in principle but the land owner will be approached in the first instance. 

	(ii)	Update on the Green fence – Still pending. 

(iii) To consider the installation of planters at the village boundaries – Cllr Fell has spoken to the landowners and they are happy for a planter to be installed at the village boundary on Dorchester Road. 

(iv) Verge from Moats Cottages to the church – The verge will be cut and smoothed. The landowners are happy for the work to go ahead. 

9.	To consider possible future events

25.072	Nothing to report. This will be transferred to the September meeting. 

10.	To receive reports from Parish Councillors 

25.073	Cllr Barnett requested permission to purchase new dog signs to the value of £60 each. He will also purchase some bark for the Bridges site.  ACTION: CLLR BARNETT


11.	Date of next meeting 

25.073	The next meeting will be hold on Monday 22nd September, commencing 7.30pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.45pm.
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Signed: …………………………………………………………
