

Report to the parish council November/ December 22
Cllr Jill Haynes Chalk Valley Ward

Dear Clerks and parish councillors

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all all and your families a happy Christmas.  I am going to be visiting my family and grandchildren for Christmas in Australia and really looking forward to seeing them after so long away due to the pandemic.  I will therefore give my apologies for any meetings in January. I picked the time so that I would be at Dorset Council for the budget setting process, like the parishes this is normally done in November and December.  However, with all the uncertainty in central government and the fact that Dorset Council will not know what settlement we will receive until the 21st December, the meetings are now being held in January while I am away.  I will be looking at my emails from time to time just to ensure there are not thousands on my return so please bear with me if my response is a bit delayed.  I will give an update on the budget in my next report.

Local Government Reorganisation Savings

Some nearly 4 years ago we embarked upon the exercise to abolish the 5 District Councils and to create two larger authorities to reduce duplication and improve efficiency. I have been asked how this is progressing and I reproduce below a statement I received from the Chief Financial Officer.

During its first 3½ years old Dorset Council has maximised the efficiencies of becoming a unitary council which has enabled it to re-invest in front line services. Since it was formed the Council has made savings of £77M:
 
	 
	Annual Efficiency and transformational  saving
£’000

	2019/20
	17,200

	2020/21
	14,400

	2021/22
	27,786

	2022/23
	17,259

	Total
	76,645


 
These savings have been reinvested predominantly in Social Care to meet to the growing demand for services, in particular from Dorset’s aging population who increasingly need Adult Social Care support.  In addition, our rural nature means that some of our costs are unavoidably high e.g., travel to school, and the provision of home care.  Despite this, Dorset Council receives very little government grant funding compared to other Councils across the Country. The Council is therefore working hard to persuade government to adjust the funding formula to make it fairer. Meanwhile, with the increase in costs and likely public sector spending cuts, our budget is more challenging to manage than ever. While we are faced with these unprecedented financial pressures, we need to continue to protect and maintain our frontline services for residents as much as possible. 
 


CHRISTMAS PARKING

There will be free parking on selected days in late November and December at some car parks in the Dorset Council area. To encourage residents to support local businesses by shopping locally and attending events, free parking will be available on Small Business Saturday which takes place on 3 December this year. We are offering free parking on the first Saturday in December at: Beaminster, Blandford, Bridport, Dorchester, Gillingham, Lyme Regis, Shaftesbury, Sherborne, Sturminster Newton, Wareham, Weymouth, and Wimborne.

Free parking will also be available in car parks managed by Dorset Council on various other dates in the run-up to Christmas. Details of the car parks and dates can be seen on the council’s Christmas parking webpages.

CHRISTMAS Bin collection

The revised dates for bin collection vary across the county. To find out what is yours go the Dorset website check your bin, put in your postcode and you should get an answer! However, in general, the usual collection services will be delayed by a day from December 26 until December 30. For example, rubbish collection on Monday, December 26 will now be taken on Tuesday, December 27 etc. This will remain in place throughout the week until normal service resumes on Monday, January 2. You can keep track of what bin needs to be put out when by visiting dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/check-your-bin-day.

Community grants – Round 4 of funding

Dorset Council project funding can help you to make a difference to people living in our communities. The fund is a small project grant, funding up to 80% of total project costs. We are open to all applications that meet our criteria. We offer grants from £1,000 to £5,000 to support the council to meet its core priorities. In round 4 Cultural applicants can apply for projects that meet the council’s cultural outcomes and priorities. Cultural applicants can be considered for a cost-of-living project grant but can only submit one application in this round.

Voluntary and Community sector (VCS) groups can apply in this round. However, applicants should note that round 4 will prioritise applications from the VCS that support the cost-of-living challenges that affect local communities. You can find out more about Dorset communities from the Dorset Insight Page. Dorset council is committed to projects benefitting marginalised people.
As we expect demand for funding to be very high, we may award applicants less than they apply for.

Applications from Voluntary and Community sector organisations who are seeking a grant to support local community projects can still apply but we will prioritise grants to those projects that address and support the cost-of-living challenges for vulnerable communities and those most in need in the Dorset council area. Details of the types of cost-of-living projects that can be considered will focus on:

· community warm rooms/spaces especially those in rural areas
· community food projects including lunch clubs, dinner clubs and community meals
· foodbanks including community fridges
· low level Mental Health projects 



Helping vulnerable women

A project which will help vulnerable women in Dorset has come one step closer to realisation.
Dorset Council has appointed BCHA, a charitable housing association based in the south west, to lead the Pause Programme. Pause is a nationally evaluated programme which works with women who have experienced, or are at risk of, repeated pregnancies that result in their children needing to be removed from their care. The programme aims to give women the opportunity to pause and take control of their lives, breaking a destructive cycle that causes both them and their children deep trauma. It supports them to develop new skills and responses that can help them create a more positive future.


Rough Sleepers

Dorset Council has successfully secured more than £1.5 million to help continue excellent work supporting rough sleepers. As well as continuing to support existing projects, such as the Bus Shelter and our advice and support services, the additional funding will help establish a new rapid assessment unit for vulnerable people providing accommodation and bespoke assistance to prevent returning to the streets. Spread over three years the money will also be used to support charities in the community which are set up to help rough sleepers. The funds over such a significant period, will give security to the organisations and their workforces.

Library Consultation

Now in the second phase of consultation, communities are being asked for their views on the draft strategy, to help prioritise and explore what the library service could look like in their community.
In addition to the main survey, there is a dedicated children’s survey for ages 5-15 years, this can be completed on behalf of children who you care for.  To find all our surveys head to: www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/lets-talk-libraries. Support is also available via customer services where an officer can help to fill in the survey over the phone. Call 01305 221 000.
Those who need paper copies of the survey can access these by visiting their local library.
The survey will close on 22 December 2022.


Land Charges

Dorset Council has announced the time taken to complete land charge search requests is back down to 10 working days. After a massive rise in property sales during the pandemic a year ago the average time to return these searches had risen to 62 days which was holding up the sale of properties. Despite sales still being high things are now back on track.

Gritting schedule

Gritting crews are on standby 24/7 across Dorset from now until the end of March ready for action. Up to 22 main gritting routes are treated by Dorset Council’s Highways Service when road surface temperatures are predicted to drop below one degree Celsius. The roads form the majority of roads used by the majority of the motorists - covering 684 miles of the council’s network. In preparation for the chilly temperatures, the local authority has stockpiled 12,700 tonnes of rock salt in the council’s depots.

The precautionary gritting network includes all A, B and well-used C class roads as well as:
· links to hospitals, 
· large industrial estates, transport interchanges, emergency services stations (including manned Coastguard and RNLI) and identified critical infrastructure
· routes to all urban schools with more than 500 pupils and rural schools with more than 350 pupils
· primary bus routes with a substantial frequency
· main routes through towns and villages with populations of more than 750


Schools Admissions
· 
· Dorset are running the annual consultation on the School Admission Arrangements 2024/2025 with effect from Monday 7th November 2022 to Sunday 18th December 2022. Details of the consultation will be available to view at 2024 to 2025 school admission policies - Dorset Council.
· 
· Responses must be submitted either in writing to School Admissions Team, Dorset Council, County Hall, Dorchester, DT1 1XJ or by email to schoolorganisation@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk by Sunday 18th December 2022. Upon the conclusion of the consultation period all responses will be considered carefully, and a report will be presented to Dorset Council’s Cabinet meeting on Tuesday 28th February 2023.
· 
·  The timetable for the consultation is set out below: 



· 
	Dorset LA consultation begins
	7th November 2022

	Dorset LA consultation ends
	18th December 2022

	Own Admission Authorities (including Dorset LA) determine Admission Arrangements 
	28th February 2023

	Own Admission Authorities (including Dorset LA) publish Admission Arrangements 
	15th March 2023

	Deadline for Objections to Office of the School’s Adjudicator
	15th May 2023




Homes for Ukraine - Dorset update

Since March 2022: 309 Dorset Sponsors have welcomed 787 Ukrainian Guests to Dorset 

As of 23 October 2022: 280 Dorset Sponsors are hosting 720 Ukrainian Guests and
40 Sponsors are waiting to welcome a further 75 Ukrainian Guests

School data as of 10 October 2022:  
· We have received 278 applications for school places 
· 13 children are in private schools
· 10 children have moved area or returned to the Ukraine 
· 242 children are registered on the roll of a Dorset School 

Dorset’s Homes for Ukraine response is now established as a council service, made up of and integrated with many front-line services, operating the following complex workstreams: 
· Main Operational Service 
· Re-Matching Support 
· Post Six-Month Long-Term Housing and Support 
· Unaccompanied Children 

