
Dewlish parish council
Wardon Hill Farm, Long Ash Lane, Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 9PW
Amanda Crocker, Clerk	 Tel: 07855 396073	Email clerk@dewlishparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Dear Councillor,							             20th October 2026

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of Dewlish Parish Council on Monday 26th October 2026 commencing 7.30pm at Dewlish Village Hall. 
Amanda Crocker, 
Clerk

AGENDA
1.	Period for public participation

2.	Apologies for absence

3.	Declaration of 	pecuniary and other interests

4.	To agree the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting dated 28th September 2026

5.	Matters Arising from previous minutes for report only

6.	To receive the Dorset Cllr’s report - attached

7.	Finance
(a) 	To authorise the payment of accounts - attached
(b)	To confirm the reconciliation of accounts - attached
(c)	To agree the position against budget – attached
(d)	To consider items for the 2027/28 budget

8.	To receive reports on the following matters and to agree actions	
	(a)	Planning:  There were no applications at the time this agenda was set
	(b)	Police, Traffic and Roads – 
		(i) Police report – report attached
	(c)	Parish Amenities and Rights of Way
		
9.	To set up a working group to consider the refurbishment of the Green

10.	To consider 

11.	To receive reports from Parish Councillors

12.	Date of Next Meeting	
















Item 6

Report to the parish council 8/10/2026
Cllr Jill Haynes Chalk Valleys Ward
Dear Clerks, Councillors and residents,
Please find my report for September and my apologies for the delay.  The main item is on the planning committee reforms which give me considerable concerns on how a local voice is heard.
Best wishes  Jill
Planning Committee Reforms
Central Government has set out a new National Scheme of delegation for planning applications.  The reforms set out the types of application which will now be delt with by officers and not go to committee. It must be noted that some 93% of applications are already delt with by officers. However, I am concerned that these reforms will remove a large amount of the democratic process and leave contentious decisions with officers without the public being able to raise their concerns in an open meeting. The changes will come in effect at the end of this month (October 26).
Going forward all Schedule 1 applications must be determined by officers. These include 1-9 dwellings, the discharge of conditions on a previous application and certificates of lawfull use.  Some listed building applications, and retrospective applications may go to committee.
Schedule 2 applications will also be determined by officers, these include applications for 10+ houses, tree works and varying planning permissions. Applications of 500 houses or more will come to committee. There will be a Gateway Test where the officer and nominated member (usually the chairman of the planning committee and NOT the local member) will decide if a committee decision is appropriate.  They will consider economic, social, environmental or planning reasons only.  Local members and towns and parishes will still be consultees.
Schedule 3 applications are own interest applications on either Dorset Council land or land belonging to officers or members.  These may come to committee.
This makes it more important than ever to comment on applications as they arise. Conservation areas are not considered a relevant reason for a committee decision, but listed buildings linked to an application may be relevant.  Last year 115 applications went to committee going forward if it was the same applications again the number is likely to be about 30!!
Transforming public busses and community transport.
A very lengthy paper of over 260 pages came to October cabinet putting forward a seven year plan to improve services over 7 years.  This is a very ambitious paper with great aspirations to support both elderly and young people with transport.  The plan needs many pieces to fall in place for it to work. There is little money in Dorset Councils budget to do anything different than support the core services we already help underpin.  The council is hoping to work with towns, parishes and the NHS to secure further funding for the services.
Crisis Resilience Fund
Work is underway to change we use the funding for crisis resilience to become more proactive and preventative in the way money is spent.
Crisis payments – to support those in immediate financial need.
Housing payments- providing financial support towards housing needs, those who a shortfall in their housing costs and who may become homeless.
Resilience services – early help and services to build financial resilience.
Community coordination – Investment in activities that connect and enhance the support of local landscape.
Work includes debt advice, financial education, community transport and homelessness prevention.  It will involve better data sharing with partners like CAB, housing providers and NHS 
The intention is to make the application process much simpler and speed up the support given to those in need. So far this year 1300 people have received support with areas like housing, oil support and crisis need with support of £63770.  The budget is set to increase in the next financial year to £1.8M












Item 7(a)
	Payments Requested - October 2026
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payee
	Comments
	Folio
	Precept

	
	
	
	
	£

	02.10.26
	Hugo Fox 32737
	Web hosting 02.10.26 to 01.11.26
	
	11.99

	09.10.26
	Hugo Fox 33000
	Email hosting 09.10.26 to 08.11.26
	20.99

	18.10.26
	HMRC
	October 2026 PAYE
	BACS120
	46.00

	18.10.26
	A Crocker
	October 2026 salary + expenses
	BACS121
	218.29

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Total amount requested
	
	297.27



Item 7(b)
	Reconciliation of Accounts
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance b/fwd
	From 31.03.26
	
	
	21673.91

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Add:
	Income year to date
	
	
	6742.63

	
	Less:
	Expenditure to date
	
	
	5966.34

	Balance as at 9th October 2026
	
	
	22450.20

	Funded by:
	
	
	
	

	
	Deposit account
	00260298
	
	3243.00
	

	
	Current account
	01230392
	
	19504.47
	

	
	
	
	
	
	22747.47

	Add:
	Uncleared Income
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	0.00

	Less: Uncleared Expenditure
	
	
	

	02.10.26
	Hugo Fox
	Web hosting 02.10.26 to 01.11.26
	11.99
	

	09.10.26
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting 09.10.26 to 08.11.26
	20.99
	

	18.10.26
	HMRC
	October 2026 PAYE
	
	46.00
	

	18.10.26
	A Crocker
	October 2026 salary + expenses
	218.29
	

	
	
	
	
	
	297.27

	Balance as at 9th October 2026
	
	
	22450.20

	
	
	
	Difference
	
	0.00


















Item 7(c)
	Budget Monitoring for the year ended 31st March 2027
	
	
	

	Description
	 
	2025/26 Budget
	Actual
	Balance
	

	Receipts
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Account Interest
	 
	75.00
	57.63
	(17.37)
	

	Precept
	 
	6,685.00
	6,685.00
	0.00
	

	CIL receipts
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	

	PlusBus & Transport scheme
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	

	Donations
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	

	VAT refunded
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	

	Total receipts
	 
	6,760.00
	6,742.63
	(17.37)
	0.00

	Payments
	
	 
	
	
	

	DAPTC Subs. + other subs
	 
	210.00
	197.80
	12.20
	

	Insurance
	 
	760.00
	744.68
	15.32
	

	Training
	 
	100.00
	75.00
	25.00
	

	Wages - Clerk
	 
	2,800.00
	1,607.55
	1,192.45
	

	Clerk Expenses - mileage
	 
	110.00
	106.35
	3.65
	

	Bank Charges
	 
	50.00
	59.40
	(9.40)
	

	Office costs
	 
	100.00
	11.88
	88.12
	

	Postage
	 
	50.00
	0.00
	50.00
	

	Computer costs- web hosting
	 
	300.00
	192.36
	107.64
	

	Telephones
	 
	200.00
	116.02
	83.98
	

	Venue hire
	 
	200.00
	0.00
	200.00
	

	Grass cutting
	 
	250.00
	0.00
	250.00
	

	Audit fees
	 
	100.00
	125.00
	(25.00)
	

	Honorarium
	 
	 
	 
	0.00
	

	Defib Maintenance
	 
	130.00
	0.00
	130.00
	

	Contingencies
	 
	200.00
	0.00
	200.00
	

	Election costs
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	

	Grants
	 
	500.00
	0.00
	500.00
	

	Asset maintenance
	 
	700.00
	2,342.75
	(1,642.75)
	

	VAT
	 
	 
	387.55
	(387.55)
	

	Total payments
	0.00
	6,760.00
	5,966.34
	793.66
	0.00

	Balance b/fwd from 31.03.25
	21,673.91
	
	Monies held in bank
	22,747.47

	Income to date
	6742.63
	28,416.54
	
	
	

	Earmarked Reserves
	
	
	Add:
	
	

	Election costs
	400.00
	
	Income not cleared
	

	Training
	125.00
	
	Less:
	
	

	Venue hire
	600.00
	
	
	
	

	Grass cutting
	750.00
	
	
	
	

	Audit fee
	50.00
	
	
	
	

	Telephone box maintenance
	200.00
	
	Cheques not cleared
	(297.27)

	Upgrade of The Green 
	5,099.39
	
	
	
	

	CIL receipts
	2,390.01
	
	
	
	

	General asset maintenance
	5,005.57
	14,619.97
	Earmarked funds
	(14,619.97)

	Expenses for current year to date
	5,966.34
	
	
	
	

	
	
	5,966.34
	
	
	

	Balance available not yet committed
	7,830.23
	General Reserve
	7,830.23


												





Item 8(b)

Dorchester Rural East Neighbourhood Policing Team Crime Report 09/09

September 2026 (includes incidents from 27/08/2026)
Dear Councillors, 
Below is a breakdown of crimes/incidents that have occurred in your areas during the month of September.
N.B. Any crimes/incidents of a sensitive nature are not in this report, e.g., of a personal nature or which may identify individuals. Road traffic incidents are not included in this report.
· We continue to patrol all areas and are using social media to keep members of the public appraised of our actions. 
Dorchester NPT website address is Dorchester | Your area | Dorset Police | Dorset Police
Our Face Book Page address is: www.facebook.com/DorchesterPolice/
Our Twitter Page is: https://twitter.com/DorchesterPolice
Our Instagram Page is: https://www.instagram.com/dorchesterpolice/
Dorset Alert messaging system registration to receive messages is: https://www.dorsetalert.co.uk/pages/2451/1/Register.html
Contacting Dorset Police (non-emergency)  
Do it Online: Contact us | Dorset Police
Telephone: 101    *(Calls to the 101 non-emergency number from both landlines and mobiles are free)
To report information to the police with 100% anonymity, contact the independent charity Crimestoppers online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org or call Freephone 0800 555 111
DFCA
Broadmayne Parish Council: 
230/09/2026	Chalky Lane – 5 dead mallards
Knightsford Parish Council (Tincleton/West Knighton/West Stafford/Woodsford):
27/08/2026	Two reports of Poaching near to West Stafford Bypass. Area Search No Trace. 
15/09/2026	Theft of Staddlestones – no lines of enquiry.
29/09/2026	Tincleton – Power tools and Whyte e-bike stolen. CCTV available – under investigation.
DFCB
Crossways Parish Council:
27/08/2026	Report of unroadworthy car being driven around Crossways.
28/08/2026 	Theft of cash from wallet – under investigation.
31/08/2026	Report of attempted break – police attended area – Area Search, No Trace. No CCTV/doorbell images. 
09/09/2026	Crossways – Scrambler bikes being ridden near skate park – scaring deer. Bikes left the area heading towards Moreton.
13/09/2026	Redbridge Lane – persons seen on CCTV entering building site. Also seen leaving the site.
17/09/2026	Woodsford – noisy motorbike reported.
18/09/2026	Moigne Combe – male sleeping on private land without permission. Male has since left the area.
DFCC
Dewlish Parish Council: 
No Reports
Puddletown/Tolpuddle/Athelhampton/Burleston Parish Council: 
28/08/2026	Puddletown – two youths on scooter and bike dressed all in black and no lights riding around at 00:30. Youths not located or identified.
DFCD
Buckland Newton Parish Council: 
14/09/2026	Theft of apples from tree
Piddle Valley Parish Council: 
27/08/2026	Enterprise Park (Occurred 21/08/2026) – Suspicious incident males in Silver Corolla with Irish Number plate which linked to a white transit van. No offences but appeared to be “scoping” the site.
27/08/2026	Enterprise Park – stolen caravan located and returned to owner.
04/09/2026	Enterprise Park – rugby ground. Youths riding around on electric bikes. 
06/09/2026	Enterprise Park – another stolen caravan located and returned to owner.
11/09/2026	Piddletrenthide – poaching – police attended and area search no trace.
17/09/2026	Piddletrenthide – two tyres let down on vehicle overnight.
21/09/2026	Piddletrenthide – theft of electric bike. – no lines of enquiry.
MOBILE POLICE STATION
The mobile police station will be at Cornhill Market Area, Dorchester Town Centre on Tuesday 6th October 2026 @ 11:00 – 13:00. The mobile police station will be in Dorchester Town Centre on the first Tuesday of each month. The next Mobile Police Station session after October will be Tuesday 3rd November.
Local Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) will be available for you to:
*Speak face to face about any concerns in your community
*Report crimes or issues (in addition to using the 101-phone service or reporting online) 
*Receive crime prevention advice
This is an opportunity to meet your local neighbourhood policing team and raise matters that are important to you. No appointment is required - simply drop by.
For any other enquiries, please visit a Dorset Police front office counter in Bournemouth, Weymouth, or Blandford - details of these are available on the website. 
The Mobile Police Station will continue to tour locations across Dorset each month.
IMPORTANCE OF REPORTING INCIDENTS
Please report any incidents either via 101 or online via the Contact Us Section on the Dorset Police Website:
Contact us | Dorset Police
Dorset Police does not have the ability to monitor Community social media groups and valuable intelligence can be missed.
In addition, if there is an ongoing problem, for example anti-social behaviour, I am unable to seek support for additional police resources to address the issues.
Regards
PCSO 6500 Alison Donnison
Dorchester East Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team
