
Dewlish parish council
Warden Hill Farm, Long Ash Lane, Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 9PW
Amanda Crocker, Clerk	 Tel: 07855 396073	Email Dewlish@dorset-aptc.gov.uk

Dear Councillor,								18th March 2025

You are hereby summoned to attend a Full Council Meeting of the Dewlish Parish Council to conduct the following business and to be held on Monday 24th March 2025 commencing 7.30pm at Dewlish Village Hall. Members of the press and public are welcome. 

A Crocker
Amanda Crocker, Clerk
AGENDA

1.	Public participation period

2.	Apologies for absence

3.	Declaration of 	pecuniary and other interests

4.	Minutes of previous meeting dated 24th February 2025

5.	Matters Arising from previous minutes for report only

6.	To receive the Dorset Councillor’s report – report attached

7.	To receive reports on the following matters and to agree actions

	(a)	Planning	There were no applications at the time of this agenda

	(b)	Police, Traffic and Roads 

	(c)	Parish Amenities and Rights of Way
		(i)	Style at Dewlish House 
		(ii)	To consider the fence at the Green
		(iii)	To consider village boundary signs
	
8.	Finance
(a) 	To authorise the payment of accounts 
(b)	To confirm the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget
(c)	To agree the transfer of underspends to Ear Marked Reserves

9.	Events
(a) 	To receive an update on the VE-Day celebrations
(b)	To receive an update on the Open Gardens

10.	Milbourne Wood Speed limit update

11.	Parish Councillors’ reports on items not covered by the agenda

12.	To consider future number of Parish Council meetings

13.	Date of Next Meeting	- Tuesday 22nd April 2024 at 7.30pm


Item 6
Report to the parish council 5/3/2025
Cllr Jill Haynes Chalk Valleys Ward
Dear Clerks, councillors and members of the public
Budget U Turn likely after pressure from local members
In my report last month, I raised a number of concerns I had about some cuts in the budget proposed by the current administration. My concerns were around charging for nighttime parking in our car parks, halving the budget for youth clubs and youth provision and not using the extra money from the second home double charge on council tax to support building new affordable housing for local people. At the full council meeting on the 11th February the Conservative opposition proposed an amendment to recommendations in the budget paper to remove these cuts from the budget proposals. There was considerable debate on the matter but when it was put to the vote the amendment was lost. However, this was not the end of the matter and now it looks like a U turn will be made on certainly the first two as there was so much disagreement on all sides of the chamber. I will be keeping up the pressure to see that the extra income from the double council tax on second homes is used for affordable housing and not to cover shortfall in the current budget.
Update on the Local Plan
On 25th February the Cabinet agreed a new timeframe for the development scheme to produce a Local Plan. This was in response from a central Government request to ensure all Local Plan Development Schemes were in place by 6th March 2025. Alterations were required to the scheme in light of the changes to the Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).  The 12 week timeframe to make these changes has been very tight but this will be published on the councils website in the next few days. In the Development Scheme the timeframe for the creation of the new Local Plan is to be out to consultation in August 2026 and  to the inspectorate in December 2026 with hopefully, adoption in 2027. Again a very tight timeframe and it is important we all keep a close eye on proposals for development and comment in the consultation period.
Public Health to Split between the Dorset Unitary Councils
At the local government reorganisation (LGR) nearly six years ago it was agreed that the public health function would cover the whole of the Dorset health area to align with the NHS.  However, in April last year BCP council decided to withdraw from this agreement. Dorset has now appointed a new Director of Public Health and Prevention starting on 1/4/25.  The new Director will now lead in all areas of public health and community and public protection.

Rough Sleeper imitative bucks the trend
It’s a horrible thing to be homeless and have to sleep out on the streets and unfortunately the national trends show that the numbers have increased by an average of 20% across the country. We take the matter very seriously in Dorset and through a lot of early engagement work to help people keep their homes and not be evicted we are bucking the trend and have managed to keep our numbers relatively stable. I thought the number from the survey taken last November  was surprisingly low at 15.  Over the past 4 years working with a local providers and using Government funding we have managed to purchase 38 new units of accommodation which has enabled us to develop a rough sleeper pathway to living in a home.  This has helped 49 people, 11 of whom now have permanent accommodation and further 6 are hoping to move as soon as a place is available.
Our Digital Champions are going from strength to strength
As a council we started our Digital Champion scheme many years ago but it really came into its own during the Covid pandemic. Suddenly many people needed to do things on line and the Digital Champions were just the people to help.  These amazing volunteers can be found at our libraries and a number of other venues providing support.  In February we had two new recruits at Shaftesbury library bring the total number of volunteers to a golden 50.  If you know of anyone who needs help getting online or using a digital device our Champions can help.  If you would consider volunteering for just a few hours we would love to hear from you and full training will be given.  In either case the Digital Hotline is 01305221048
Hidden Dorset a survey by Dorset Community Foundation
Dorset Community foundation has launched a website with details of its most recent survey called Hidden Dorset.  The information is a must for many charities and community groups when looking to make a difference or to apply for grants and has been compiled by Bournemouth University. The web site looks to shine a light on local need and highlight disadvantage in the county.  The site covers five main areas work, education and training; loneliness and isolation; health, wellbeing and mental health; disadvantage and poverty and sustainability and environment.  Written like this it all sounds rather dry but it shows a fascinating insight to what is happening right under our noses! Want to have a closer look then go to the address below and please share with your community groups.
hidden.dorsetcommunityfoundation.org



































Item 7 (b) 

Dorchester Rural East Neighbourhood Policing Team Crime Report

February 2025 
Dear Councillors, 
Below is a breakdown of crimes/incidents that have occurred in your areas during the month of February. 
N.B. Any crimes/incidents of a sensitive nature are not in this report, e.g., of a personal nature or which may identify individuals.  Road traffic incidents are not included in this report.
· We continue to patrol all areas and are using social media to keep members of the public appraised of our actions. 
[bookmark: _Hlk138939002]Dorchester NPT website address is Dorchester | Your area | Dorset Police | Dorset Police
Our Face Book Page address is: www.facebook.com/DorchesterPolice/
Our Twitter Page is: https://twitter.com/DorchesterPolice
Our Instagram Page is: https://www.instagram.com/dorchesterpolice/
Dorset Alert messaging system registration to receive messages is: https://www.dorsetalert.co.uk/pages/2451/1/Register.html
Contacting Dorset Police (non-emergency)  
[bookmark: _Hlk165982469][bookmark: _Hlk138939028]Do it Online: Contact us | Dorset Police
Telephone: 101    *(Calls to the 101 non-emergency number from both landlines and mobiles are free)
To report information to the police with 100% anonymity, contact the independent charity Crimestoppers online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org or call Freephone 0800 555 111
DFCA
[bookmark: _Hlk52375911]Broadmayne Parish Council: 
10/02/2025	Sheep Worrying. 
12/02/2025	Deer trapped in fence at Broadmayne 1st School.  Managed to free itself just as vet arrived.


Knightsford Parish Council (Tincleton/West Knighton/West Stafford/Woodsford):
17/02/2025	Tincleton – fly-tipping on farm track.
19/02/2025	West Knighton – concern regarding aggressive cat in playing field – not police related but feedback provided on the relevant agencies to contact.
DFCB
Crossways Parish Council:
02/02/25	Concerns re young females in car park at Coop early hours of morning.  Females                                                 identified and spoke to in company of parents.
14/02/2025	Car-Jacking Incident, vehicle crashed after stolen and offenders then attempted to stop other cars before running away from area.  Under Investigation.
17/02/2025	Theft from Motor Vehicle. (Occurred between 09/02-10/02)
I held a very successful Cybercrime Prevention Session at Crossways Library.  Despite the inclement weather it was well attended around ten people attended.  One of whom travelled from Weymouth.  Thank you for advertising in the village magazine.
There are still concerns over the increased reports of youths in the remote areas around Crossways and risks involved around possible drug use and crossing the railway lines.  
Osmington Parish Council:
No Reports Made
Owermoigne Parish Council: 
19/02/2025	Unpaid fuel drive off from garage.
DFCC
Cheselbourne Parish Council:
No Reports Made
Dewlish Parish Council: 
No Reports 
Puddletown/Tolpuddle/Athelhampton/Burleston Parish Council: 
22/02/2025	Young males dropping items from bridge over road.  Area searched and unable to locate the males.
DFCD
Buckland Newton Parish Council: 
31/01/2025	Dog on human bite (occurred 30/01/25) – under investigation.
09/02/2025	Hilling Lane – Electric Fence being moved.  Footpath Officer aware and has dealt.
Melcombe Bingham Parish Council:
No Reports
Piddle Valley Parish Council: 
18/01/2025	Bourne Park – theft of waste tank
18/01/2025	Bourne Park – report of suspected illegal hunt

COMMUNITY CONTACT POINTS
There is no scheduled Community Contact Point in March 2025 as I am on annual leave for the whole month. 
[bookmark: _Hlk165982514]A Community Contact Point is a pop-up event where you can speak to me to discuss an issue and receive crime prevention advice. You can also report a crime (incident) or discuss any issues affecting you or your community.
This is a drop-in style event with no need to make an appointment.
There may be additional Community Contact Point other than shown above. These will be advertised by Dorchester Police on the Dorset Police website and the Dorchester Police Facebook Page.
Cybercrime Prevention Sessions
The cybercrime prevention session was a success and Hannah Bird, the crime prevention officer is keen to offer more events. Please let me know if your villages are interested and provide me with a contact point so that I can discuss with them. The Cyber Crime events can be a drop-in style of a more formal presentation with a Q & A session.

IMPORTANCE OF REPORTING INCIDENTS
Please report any incidents either via 101 or online via the Contact Us Section on the Dorset Police Website:

Contact us | Dorset Police

Dorset Police does not have the ability to monitor Community social media groups and valuable intelligence can be missed.
In addition, if there is an ongoing problem, for example anti-social behaviour, I am unable to seek support for additional police resources to address the issues.
Regards
PCSO 6500 Alison Donnison
Dorchester East Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team
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