
Dewlish parish council
Wardon Hill Farm, Long Ash Lane, Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 9PW
Amanda Crocker, Clerk	 Tel: 07855 396073	Email clerk@dewlishparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Dear Councillor,								    21st July 2026

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of Dewlish Parish Council on Monday 27th July 2026 commencing 7.30pm at Dewlish Village Hall. 
Amanda Crocker, 
Clerk

AGENDA
1.	Period for public participation

2.	Apologies for absence

3.	Declaration of 	pecuniary and other interests

4.	To agree the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting dated 22nd June 2026

5.	Matters Arising from previous minutes for report only

6.	To receive the Dorset Cllr’s report

7.	Finance
(a) To authorise the payment of accounts - attached
(b) To confirm the reconciliation of accounts - attached
(c) To agree the position against budget - attached

8.	To receive reports on the following matters and to agree actions	
	(a)	Planning – no plans were available when this agenda was drafted

	(b)	Police, Traffic and Roads – 
		(i) Police report – June 2026 report attached
	
	(c)	Parish Amenities and Rights of Way
		
9.	To set up a working group to consider the refurbishment of the Green

10.	To confirm the .gov.uk email addresses and Register of Interests

11.	To receive reports from Parish Councillors

12.	Date of Next Meeting	














Item 6
Report to the parish council 2/7/2026
Cllr Jill Haynes Chalk Valleys Ward

Dear Clerks, councillors and members of the public please find below my report for May and June 2026.  
Dorset Council Draft Budget Outturn 2025/26
The council has reported a small underspend in the year of £169K.  This, in what are very difficult times for councils, is reported as a big achievement. However, at the Audit and Governance committee, of which I am a member, councillors looked in greater detail at the figures and how the underspend was achieved. There is still considerable concern about the overspends in the Adults and Children’s Directorate. Despite being given over inflation rises to their budgets the figures were £5.9M overspend for Adults and Housing and £3.9M for Children’s.  While there is always pressure in these people services these overspend figures are too high and they need to be controlled. These overspends were covered by considerable savings of £7.5M in our Place budget.  We asked how this had been achieved and certainly £1M was on electricity savings in the street light contract.  The rest was quite frankly a reduction of service by holding staff vacancies and moving forward into this financial year a number of activities like highway repairs and the replacement of dustbin lorries. While it is good to see an underspend it is not sustainable if this is achieved by reducing the services our residents expect and by using reserves, a further £4M in this case.
Dorset Council Risk Register
The Audit & Governance meeting also reviewed the councils risk register in a very lengthy report. The biggest risk to the council has recently change and that is the changes being made at the NHS.  This is causing considerable concern as many people with the most severe medical problems are usually paid for by the NHS under Continuing Health Care(CHC).  Anyone who had to tackle this for family will know that the patient is not put first but is pig in the middle between the social services and the NHS arguing over who pays for what.  Now with the reforms the NHS appear to be handing back responsibly to social services without a full discussion or review.  This means that some very expensive packages of care will be adding to the financial problems in Adults and Children’s services. Other risks high on the agenda were Cyber-attack, Data protection, Extreme weather events, Instability in Government support for our high needs children and the lack of a Local Plan. Also the ability of the council to keep on track with its transformation programme in order to remain solvent.
Care Quality Commission Report on Dorset Council Adult Services.
The CQC did full review of our adult social services last December, the report was received in May and it was pleasing to note that the service was rated Good when assessing how the council fulfils its responsibilities under the Care Act. The total population in the Dorset Council area is 383,800. Currently the council looks after some 5700 adults with long term care needs and a further 2065 with short term needs. The budget for 2025/6 was £148M plus the 5.9% overspend. (this is about 30% of the councils total budget).  Dorset Council does have the highest number of over 65’s in the country with West and East Dorset having 1 in 3 residents over 65!! The report praised the councils efforts in the prevention area and bringing in help early, the commitment of staff and their willingness to learn and explore new areas of support and collaborative working. It recognised that there was good work in building a sustainable care market and reablement for people coming out of hospital and that there was purpose, direction and a real impact on peoples lives.
There were three areas that the CQC asked for further improvement and the report identified wating times for assessment and reviews, inconsistency of experience and pressures during assessments and reviews.  Rectifying these areas will also require further funding.
Boundary Changes
In my last report I mentioned that there were some proposed changes to the Chalk Valleys Ward during the Boundary Commission review.  The paper with the proposed changes has now gone through full council and is out for consultation with the Boundary Commission. The parishes with changes are as follows: 
Sydling St Nicholas to new ward of Asker and Upper Frome with Maiden Newton and over to Powerstock and Evershot.
Minterne and Buckland Newton Parishs to go to Sherborne Rural Ward
Added to Chalk Valleys will be the parishes of Hazelbury Bryan, Stoke Wake and Wooland
This may still change depending on the Boundary Commission’s consultation and they will then decide the changes that will happen for the next Dorset Council election in 2029




Double council tax for second homes
You may remember back in 2024 I took the paper to full council looking to charge double council tax on second homes and empty properties.  This did not come into effect until the financial year 2025/26.  It was agreed at the meeting that 40% of this windfall would go to providing affordable housing.  I’m pleased to see that this did bring in more than expected to the council and some £12M was paid. As the money is then proportionally divided proportionally between all precepting authorities (  Dorset council fire, police, towns and parishes) this meant some £4M towards housing in Dorset,  I have asked a number of questions about why this is not being shown in either the revenue or capital budgets for housing but the responses I have had are very vague. I did expect to see this as a separate budget line and for it not to just disappear into the general reserves. I will be meeting with both the Exec Director for finance to see why this has not happened and the Director for Adults and Housing to see how this windfall will be spent.  Of course this is a year on year income so we need to see a plan on how affordable homes are supported and build in Dorset using this money.





































Item 7(a)
	Payments Requested - July 2026
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payee
	Comments
	Folio
	Precept

	
	
	
	
	£

	02.07.26
	Hugo Fox 29134
	Web hosting 02.07.26 to 02.98.26
	
	11.99

	09.07.26
	Hugo Fox 29391
	Email hosting 09.07.26 to 09.08.26
	20.99

	01.07.26
	Steve Edwardson
	Bus shelter repairs
	BACS112
	2010.00

	10.07.26
	Lloyds
	Account charges 10.06.26 to 09.07.26
	4.25

	20.07.26
	A Crocker
	July 2026 salary + expenses
	BACS113
	228.64

	20.07.26
	HMRC
	July 2026 PAYE
	BACS114
	44.60

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Total amount requested
	
	2320.47




Item 7(b)
	Reconciliation of Accounts
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance b/fwd
	From 31.03.26
	
	
	21673.91

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Add:
	Income year to date
	
	
	3375.39

	
	Less:
	Expenditure to date
	
	
	4493.95

	Balance as at 20th July 2026
	
	
	20555.35

	Funded by:
	
	
	
	

	
	Deposit account
	00260298
	
	1160.55
	

	
	Current account
	01230392
	
	19705.27
	

	
	
	
	
	
	20865.82

	Add:
	Uncleared Income
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	0.00

	Less: Uncleared Expenditure
	
	
	

	02.07.26
	Hugo Fox
	Web hosting 02.07.26 to 02.08.26
	11.99
	

	09.07.26
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting 09.07.26 to 09.08.26
	20.99
	

	10.07.26
	Lloyds
	Account charges 10.06.26 to 09.07.26
	4.25
	

	20.07.26
	A Crocker
	July 2026 salary + expenses
	228.64
	

	20.07.26
	HMRC
	July 2026 PAYE
	
	44.6
	

	
	
	
	
	
	310.47

	Balance as at 20th July 2026
	
	
	20555.35

	
	
	
	Difference
	
	0.00
















Item 7(c)
	Budget Monitoring for the year ended 31st March 2027
	
	
	

	Description
	 
	2025/26 Budget
	Actual
	Balance
	

	Receipts
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Account Interest
	 
	100.00
	32.89
	(67.11)
	

	Precept
	 
	6,300.00
	3,342.50
	(2,957.50)
	

	CIL receipts
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	

	PlusBus & Transport scheme
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	

	Donations
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	

	VAT refunded
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	

	Total receipts
	 
	6,400.00
	3,375.39
	(3,024.61)
	0.00

	Payments
	
	 
	
	
	

	DAPTC Subs. + other subs
	 
	175.00
	197.80
	(22.80)
	

	Insurance
	 
	760.00
	744.68
	15.32
	

	Training
	 
	100.00
	75.00
	25.00
	

	Wages - Clerk
	 
	2,715.00
	889.20
	1,825.80
	

	Clerk Expenses - mileage
	 
	60.00
	67.85
	(7.85)
	

	Bank Charges
	 
	 
	50.90
	(50.90)
	

	Office costs
	 
	250.00
	6.66
	243.34
	

	Postage
	 
	50.00
	0.00
	50.00
	

	Computer costs- web hosting
	 
	300.00
	109.92
	190.08
	

	Telephones
	 
	 
	68.91
	(68.91)
	

	Venue hire
	 
	200.00
	0.00
	200.00
	

	Grass cutting
	 
	250.00
	0.00
	250.00
	

	Audit fees
	 
	90.00
	125.00
	(35.00)
	

	Honorarium
	 
	 
	 
	0.00
	

	Defib Maintenance
	 
	130.00
	0.00
	130.00
	

	Contingencies
	 
	150.00
	0.00
	150.00
	

	Election costs
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	

	Grants
	 
	500.00
	0.00
	500.00
	

	Asset maintenance
	 
	700.00
	1,799.69
	(1,099.69)
	

	VAT
	 
	 
	358.34
	(358.34)
	

	Total payments
	0.00
	6,430.00
	4,493.95
	1,936.05
	0.00

	Balance b/fwd from 31.03.25
	21,673.91
	
	Monies held in bank
	20,865.82

	Income to date
	3375.39
	25,049.30
	
	
	

	Earmarked Reserves
	
	
	Add:
	
	

	Election costs
	400.00
	
	Income not cleared
	

	Training
	125.00
	
	Less:
	
	

	Venue hire
	600.00
	
	
	
	

	Grass cutting
	750.00
	
	
	
	

	Audit fee
	40.00
	
	
	
	

	Telephone box maintenance
	200.00
	
	Cheques not cleared
	(310.47)

	Upgrade of The Green 
	5,099.39
	
	
	
	

	CIL receipts
	2,390.01
	
	
	
	

	General asset maintenance
	5,548.63
	15,153.03
	Earmarked funds
	(15,153.03)

	Expenses for current year to date
	4,493.95
	
	
	
	

	
	
	4,493.95
	
	
	

	Balance available not yet committed
	5,402.32
	General Reserve
	5,402.32

	
	
	
	
	
	0.00






Item 9b(i)

Dorchester Rural East Neighbourhood Policing Team Crime Report
June 2026 (26/06/2026)
Dear Councillors, 
Below is a breakdown of crimes/incidents that have occurred in your areas during the month of April.
N.B. Any crimes/incidents of a sensitive nature are not in this report, e.g., of a personal nature or which may identify individuals. Road traffic incidents are not included in this report.
· We continue to patrol all areas and are using social media to keep members of the public appraised of our actions. 
[bookmark: _Hlk138939002]Dorchester NPT website address is Dorchester | Your area | Dorset Police | Dorset Police
Our Face Book Page address is: www.facebook.com/DorchesterPolice/
Our Twitter Page is: https://twitter.com/DorchesterPolice
Our Instagram Page is: https://www.instagram.com/dorchesterpolice/
Dorset Alert messaging system registration to receive messages is: https://www.dorsetalert.co.uk/pages/2451/1/Register.html
Contacting Dorset Police (non-emergency)  
[bookmark: _Hlk165982469][bookmark: _Hlk138939028]Do it Online: Contact us | Dorset Police
Telephone: 101    *(Calls to the 101 non-emergency number from both landlines and mobiles are free)
To report information to the police with 100% anonymity, contact the independent charity Crimestoppers online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org or call Freephone 0800 555 111
DFCA
[bookmark: _Hlk52375911]Broadmayne Parish Council: 
13/06/2026	Knighton Lane – vehicles obstructing pavement. Linked to Horse Drive from Broadmayne – Weymouth.
14/06/2026	Speeding/Noisy vehicles through the village
Knightsford Parish Council (Tincleton/West Knighton/West Stafford/Woodsford):
05/06/2026	West Stafford Junction – report of abandoned DPD van – enquiries made and confirmed broken down.
DFCB
Crossways Parish Council:
05/06/2026	Vehicle appears abandoned – enquiries ongoing.
Osmington Parish Council:
15/06/2026	Cyclist regularly driving through a farm, which does not have public access. Advised this was civil trespass and to seek private legal advice.
19/06/2026	Occurred 13/06/2026 – concerns for animal welfare/Anti-social behaviour connected to horse drive. X 2 reports.
DFCC
Cheselbourne Parish Council:
No Reports Made


Dewlish Parish Council: 
25/06/2026 - 	concerns House Martins are being discouraged from nesting – referred to Rural Crime Team
Puddletown/Tolpuddle/Athelhampton/Burleston Parish Council: 
02/06/2026	Puddletown – ASB nuisance – Drone being flown over someone’s house.
16/06/2026	Puddletown – Vehicle number plate stolen while parked in Recreation Ground car park between 14:15 – 15:30. No CCTV or other lines of enquiry.
DFCD
Piddle Valley Parish Council: 
14/06/2026	Piddelhinton – 3 horses loose on road between London Close & London Row
18/06/2026	Alton Pancras – theft of business road signs.
24/06/2026	Enterprise Park – damage to gates to access land for caravans to use.
25/06/2026	Enterprise Park – Break to Ashley Wood and electric bikes stolen – under investigation.
26/06/2026	Bourne Park – security reporting two males on site
MOBILE POLICE STATION
The mobile police station will be at Cornhill Market Area, Dorchester Town Centre on Tuesday 7TH July June 2026 @ 11:00 – 13:00. The mobile police station will be in Dorchester Town Centre on the first Tuesday of each month. The next session after July will be held on 4th August 2026.
Local Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) will be available for you to:
*Speak face to face about any concerns in your community
*Report crimes or issues (in addition to using the 101-phone service or reporting online) 
*Receive crime prevention advice
This is an opportunity to meet your local neighbourhood policing team and raise matters that are important to you. No appointment is required - simply drop by.
For any other enquiries, please visit a Dorset Police front office counter in Bournemouth, Weymouth, or Blandford - details of these are available on the website. 
The Mobile Police Station will continue to tour locations across Dorset each month.
IMPORTANCE OF REPORTING INCIDENTS Please report any incidents either via 101 or online via the Contact Us Section on the Dorset Police Website:
Contact us | Dorset Police
Dorset Police does not have the ability to monitor Community social media groups and valuable intelligence can be missed.
In addition, if there is an ongoing problem, for example anti-social behaviour, I am unable to seek support for additional police resources to address the issues.
Regards
PCSO 6500 Alison Donnison
Dorchester East Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team

