
MINUTES OF THE DEWLISH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 23RD MARCH 2026 AT DEWLISH VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING 7.30PM

Present: 	Cllrs W Britton, D Crossman, C Lowis, J Booth

Chair:		Cllr M Fell

Clerk: 	Absent

Also present:	 4 members of the public 

1.	Period of Public Participation

25.134	When is something going to be done about the trees alongside Dewlish House. 

	It was noted that there are a number of trees in Pound Lane that are in need of attention. 

2.	To receive apologies for absence 

25.135	Apologies had been received from Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes (sick) and Clerk Mrs A Crocker (work). 

3.	To receive declarations of interest 

25.136 No interests were declared. 

4,	To confirm the minutes of the meetings held on 26th January 2026

25.137	A copy of all the minutes had been issued to all members. Cllr Lowis proposed the minutes to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Booth and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.

5.	Matters arising for report only 

25.138	All items are covered on the agenda.

6.	Dorset Councillor’s Report 

25.139	A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. The contents were noted. Cllr Fell noted that, with the conditions highlighted in the report, it would not be worthwhile looking at a Neighbourhood Plan until at least 2027.

7.	Co-opt new Parish Councillors 

25.140	Two parishioners had indicated their interest in joining the Parish Council; Katherine Sibthorp and Jane Wood. All council members unanimously agreed to them being co-opted onto the Council and Cllr Fell welcomed them. Both signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the meeting.

8.	Finance 

25.141	To agree the payment of accounts 

	The following payments had been requested:

03.02.26	Hugo Fox 22945	Web hosting February 2026				  11.99
10.02.26	Hugo Fox 23150	Email hosting February 2026			              20.99
21.02.26	HMRC	 		February 2026 PAYE			BACS096	  44.40
21.02.26	A Crocker 		February 2026 salary + expenses	BACS097        214.05
03.03.26	Hugo Fox 24932	Web hosting March 2026				  11.99
10.03.26	Hugo Fox 24163	Email hosting March 2026				  20.99
15.03.26	HMRC			March 2026 PAYE			BACS098	  44.40
15.03.26	A Crocker		March 2026 salary + expenses	BACS099	196.80

Total amount requested from the Precept us £565.61	

	Cllr Booth proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Crossman and agreed unanimously.

	It was noted that income received since the last meeting was as follows:

			Account interest - 	February	£8.99
						March		£7.54
			Refund from Land Registry		£30.00
			Share of PlusBus funds		£500.00
			VAT refunded				£282.58		

25.142 To accept the Reconciliation of Accounts and position against budget.
	
Copies of both reports were issued with the agenda. Cllr Lowis proposed the reports are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Crossman and agreed unanimously. 

25.143 To consider underspend to be held in reserves

Copies of the proposal were circulated with the agenda. Cllr Britten proposed the money should be ringfenced in the accounts. This was seconded by Cllr Lowis and agreed unanimously.

9.	To receive reports on the following matters and agree actions 

25.144	Planning and Housing 

	P/HOU/2026/01268    Yardes Cottage, Dewlish Mill Junction – Erect single storey rear extension (orangery). 

No objections were raised.

25.145	Police, Traffic and Roads 

(i) The February Police report had been issued with the agenda. No issues were raised.
(ii) Cllr Crossman reported a male person had been observed knocking on doors and selling aerial photographs of the village. He was observed looking around properties where no response was received. 
(iii) Cllr Crossman suggested the three road traffic incidents that have happened recently  (village sign and on the sharp bends on the Puddletown Road) should be recorded on the Dorset Police web site. This was unanimously agreed. Cllrs Crossman and Lowis agreed to undertake this task. ACTION: CLLRS CROSSMAN & LOWIS


25.146	Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 

(i) To receive an update on locating a bench at the top of Pound Lane – A letter has been sent to the land owners, this matter is still outstanding.ACTION: CLERK


(ii) To receive an update on the status of land at the Green and Bridges –The views of the parish are being sought. Cllr Crossman is taking the lead on this matter. 

(iii) To receive a general update on Parish assets – Cllr Crossman has spoken to the contractor regarding the repair of the bus shelter roof. He will confirm with him the exact details of the repair and a time frame for the work to be undertaken. ACTION: CLLR CROSSMAN
ACTION: CLLR FELL


War memorial – The wooden fence posts need cleaning and treating. This is listed to be undertaken by volunteers, possibly in the summer. 

Finger posts – Cllr Crossman is taking the lead on this matter and will report back to Council. 

10.	To receive an update on PlusBus

25.147	The PlusBus committee has been dissolved and taken over by Dorset Council. A meeting was due to be held this month however no information as to this fact has been received. It is understood the bus service is still running. Cllr Crossman suggested the Parish should be represented at any future meetings held to ensure the local needs are continued to be met.  ACTION: CLERK

 
11.	To consider meeting dates for 2026-27

25.148	The dates for the forth coming meetings had been circulated with the agenda. It was unanimously agreed to accept the dates for the Council meetings. 

12.	To consider the draft DAPTC Statement of Reasonable Expectations 

25.149	A copy of the statement was circulated with the agenda. Cllr Fell highlighted the main points followed by a brief discussion. It was unanimously agreed the Council would provide a positive response at the DAPTC 2026 AGM.

13.	To receive reports from Parish Councillors 

25.150	 Cllr. Lowis raised the matter of the 50 or so sandbags in the bus shelter. He suggested they should now be moved from the bus shelter and located around the village where they would be needed. It was agreed a message should be circulated around the village for people, who in future feel they may need them, to collect then from the bus shelter. It was also agreed any not required should be located somewhere other than the bus shelter which may require the purchase of a bin to store them safely.

Cllr. Fell raised the matter that Dorset Council has a new Senior Ranger Claire O’Reilly. Contact details were circulated to councillors.

Cllr Booth raised the matter of the Dewlish Cricket Club needing additional players for the new season.



14.	Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

25.151	Nothing to add. 

15.	Date of next meeting 

25.152 The next meeting will be hold on Monday 27th April 2026 commencing 7.30pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.30  hours.
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Signed: …………………………………………………………
